
A community that cares… 
 
Over the past few months I have seen tremendous outpouring from our commu-
nity for individuals who are in need.  Between fundraisers for individuals with ill-
ness, to acts of community service from our students who understand that our 
community and school cares for one another. This is a credit to the values of our 
community.  Our young adults have a mindset that they are not alone in this 
world and when there is a need we must find a way to meet it.  We see this in our 
hallways and classrooms at school.  When a student is concerned about another, 
at any age, they either reach out directly to that student or speak to an adult that 
can help. 
 
In the coming months we often get request for names of families or individuals 
that might be in need of either Christmas gifts, or warm winter clothes.  At times 
we tend to have a hard time coming up with names of families who may have not 
benefited from a donation yet.  We know that this community cares, so if you 
know of a family in need we have many donors that we can connect you with.  
Feel free to call the District Office so we can be sure to make this valuable con-
nection. 
 
I would like to personally thank 
you for caring about our school 
district.  One reflection of this 
was the support for our capital 
project.  The vote passed suc-
cessfully for both propositions.  
Over the next few months we 
will work on the design of the 
various elements of the proposi-
tions.  These designs will take 
into account the most efficient 
and effective way to construct or reconstruct our facilities to meet the needs of 
our students.   

So what is next….to give you an idea of the timeline for the project the following 
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diagram should help: 
At this point we are planning to be able to begin construction in the spring of 2020.  The key component to 
this process is the architectural and mechanical drawing review by the New York State Education Depart-
ment (NYSED).  During this review time we continually communicate with NYSED to ensure that the review 
is still in process.  Once the review has been completed we then go out to bid and then begin construction. 

Sincerely,  
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We are off to a great start this year in Pre-K! In September, we introduced the students to 
school and adjusted to all the new classroom routines. We began to learn about letters, num-
bers, shapes, red words, and the things that make us special. The students also began art 
classes with Mr. Basta!   
 
In October, we will  learn about fire safety  and community helpers. A volunteer firefighter 
from the New Bremen Fire Department will come in to teach us about fire safety and show us 
the equipment that a fireman uses to keep us safe.  
 

Elementary Principal 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Thank you for attending the Open House on Septem-

ber 19, 2018. Regular parent and teacher communi-

cation is one of the best ways to help our students 

learn and grow. 

 
Our Elementary Faculty is currently hosting a Literacy 

Celebration that began on October 5 and will end on 

November 2, 2018. The theme this year aligns with 

the high school musical, Oklahoma. Parent packets 

have been sent home with the students. 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences are scheduled for No-

vember 14, 15, and 19, 2018. The elementary school 

will have half days on those dates. More information 

about when your conference will be scheduled will be 

coming from your classroom teacher. 

 
Sincerely, 
  
 
     
Kimberly Lyman-Wright, Principal                 
klwright@brcsd.org    
 

For the month of August, the Dollar General 
collected school supplies for BRCS.  The box 
was filled with pens, paper, crayons, rulers, 
glue, glue sticks, pencil bags, pencil sharp-
eners, markers and much more.  Thank you 
to everyone who donated and for the Dollar 
General for collecting these items! 

School Supply Donations 



Kindergarten is adjusting well to a new school year.  We have learned many new routines and proce-

dures.  We began our letter program the third week of school.  We will learn a letter per week, practicing 

the sound and uppercase/lowercase recognition. We will also learn 1-2 sight words each week.  Please 

practice these at home with your child.  In the coming weeks, we will learn about community helpers, the 

four seasons, and focus on autumn.  At the end of October, we will visit different community helpers in 

Croghan on a walking field trip.  Please make sure your child has sneakers for PE and recess every day.  

Thank you for all of your support! 

Kindergarten News 

Our year in first grade has 
started off really well.  We 
have learned about friends, 
ants, and pumpkins.   
 
In Phonics we have reviewed 
consonant vowel consonant 
(CVC) words. At the end of 
the school year, we hope 
that you will be amazed to 
see the progress your child 
makes in spelling, reading 
and writing.  Our students 
are very eager to learn new 
reading rules in order to be-
come great readers and writ-
ers.  Over the next two 
months we will continue to 
focus on CVC words and 
vowels sounds.  We will also 
add some new reading rules 

 

 
In the coming months, stu-
dents will learn about commu-
nities, map skills, animal habi-
tats and fire prevention.  
 
Math topics in second grade 
have included basic addition 
facts, strategies to add and 
subtract and adding two digit 
numbers.   It will still be im-
portant for students to contin-
ue to practice their addition 
and subtraction facts at 
home.   
 
The second graders were 
thrilled to learn facts about 
fire safety. We were also 
lucky enough to have local 
beekeeper, DR. Elwin Still-
man, present to us during our 

unit on bees.  He taught us a 
lot of new bee facts that we 
didn’t know! 
 
As the days begin to get 
cooler, please have your 
child dress for the weather.  
It is important for them to 
wear sneakers and a sweat-
shirt or jacket onto the play-
ground for recess. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all of 
our families and community 
members from the second 
grade teachers. 

Thanks to all who were able 
to join us at the Open House 
on September 19th. We en-
joyed meeting you and look 
forward to working with you 
and your child this year. 
 
We continue to 
discuss and 
spend time on 
the theme of 
friendship.  Sec-
ond graders en-
joyed reading 
The Secret Gar-
den and worked cooperatively 
to create their own secret gar-
dens.  We hope that this will 
continue to build a foundation 
of kindness, tolerance, and 
friendship that will last 
throughout their lives. 

to what they already know 
from kindergarten.  We will 
also identify rhymes and syl-
lables to build their reading 
skills during the first quarter.   
 
At the end of October we will 
take a field trip and celebrate 
the Fall Festival.  We will 
travel to the one room 
schoolhouse in Lowville and 
show our students how 
classrooms have changed 
from then to now.  That 
same day we will travel to 
the Mennonite Heritage 
Farm in Croghan to see how 
families lived long ago.  Our 
field trip will begin our long 
ago unit through the month 
of November.   
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Third graders have been very busy this fall and with the beginning of the year be-
hind us, our learning is in full swing! In ELA, we have learned about some different 
genres of literature, read many poems, and discussed non-fiction articles in our 
Time For Kids magazine. We have worked on reading comprehension skills and 
have started to work on the third grade writing process. In math we have started 
multiplication facts and by the end of the year the students will be fluent in their 
facts 0-12. Each night students should practice their multiplication fact cards to 
become successful. We have worked on problem solving strategies and some 
complex mathematical problems. We are well on our way to becoming master 
mathematicians!  We have finished up our animal and plant units in science and 
map skills in social studies. Students are very excited about science this year and 
the many activities we will do with each unit. The students will move into an Earth 
Science unit and a unit on North America (United States, Mexico, and Canada).  
 
We would like to thank our parents for their continued support of our classes. The 
third grade teachers appreciate your help with homework and reading each night. 

 
Third 
Grade 
News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome back to school from the fourth grade teachers!  We look forward to a wonderful start to the 
school year as we make new friends and learn our classroom routines.  
 
We are excited about our upcoming trip to Beaver Camp.  We will be exploring plants, insects and ani-
mals found in the Beaver River habitat.  Students will experience a short boat trip on Beaver Lake! We 
will use our experiences at Beaver Camp to create a writing piece to be shared with our families! 
 
In ELA, we are discovering and sharing various kinds of texts.  We have been writing creatively and ap-
plying various strategies within our writing.  We have our own writer’s notebook as a place to collect our 
ideas, experiences and artifacts as we transform our thoughts and collections into larger writing pieces.  
Our fourth graders are having a great time learning and writing!  In Social Studies, we are exploring New 
York State and its geographical features along with early settlements.   We are eager to create a model 
of New York, highlighting various geographical aspects.  In Math, we are discovering place value and 
ways to compare, order, round, read and write numbers.  Please encourage your child to study multipli-
cation facts daily! 
 
Students work so hard in fourth grade and really enjoy setting their own individual goals to achieve.  
Again this year, students will participate in parent conferences and have an opportunity to share their 
goals with their families!  It will be an exciting time for students to shine.   
 
There are some changes and adjustments that are different in the fourth grade curriculum. The hardest 
challenge for the students is to make the transition from summer vacation to school again! We are very 
confident that all students will be very successful and enjoy the school year.   
  
We are excited to work with your child, and as always, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher 
with any questions you may have.  
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Things have been very busy in the libraries this fall! Elementary students were excited to see the 
library decorated in a western theme to celebrate our upcoming Literacy Celebration program 
“Reading Rodeo”.  Information about the program will be coming home soon! At the end of the pro-
gram students will be given the opportunity to watch a few scenes from our school musical, Oklaho-
ma! which will be very exciting for them. Stay tuned for more information! 
 
The high school library has a brand new look! The fiction books are now arranged by genre making 
it easy for students to locate their favorite kinds of books. We also have a makerspace up and run-
ning where students can collaborate and create new things using recycled materials and craft sup-
plies. Our goal is to increasingly add technology projects to the space as well. 
 
The library is the perfect place for student-centered learning. The kindergarten and first grade clas-
ses have been listening to stories and are learning to love books. Grades 2-4 have been participat-
ing in centers which usually include a STEM-based center for making or tinkering with something 
and a literacy center. The students seem to enjoy center work very much! Fifth grade students have 
been learning about digital citizenship and cyber safety. Parents, please reinforce good book care 
habits at home so that students don’t lose or damage their library books. We hope you have a won-
derful autumn and, of course, read! 

In Social Studies, we are in the middle of a Unit on 
the Geography of the United States and Cana-
da.  Before the next newsletter arrives we will be ex-
ploring the history of the United States and Cana-
da.  The students can expect to have at least one 
homework assignment a week in Social Studies. 
 
In Health, we are in the middle of a unit on the 
“Central Nervous System.”  Ask your children about 
the brain and its parts, as well as what the areas of 
the brain can control.  We do all of the work for 
health on Friday and there is rarely homework as we 
do the practice for the lesson in class. 
 
Fifth grade writers continue to work on their para-
graphing skills through our paragraph of the week. 
The focus for students throughout this year is to write 

fluently using correct grammar, usage and me-
chanics, otherwise known as GUM.  We are also 
working to build on the RACE strategies that were 
introduced in fourth grade, by responding in writ-
ing to questions/prompts in fiction and nonfiction 
texts.  In addition we are reading “Esperanza Ris-
ing” by Pam Munoz Ryan. During this unit stu-
dents learn about human rights and how Esperan-
za and other characters in the novel respond to 
the challenges they face as a migrant worker dur-
ing the 1930s. Students can access links to the 
chapter(s) we are reading in class through my 
Google Classroom. 
 
 
 
 



Mrs. Christine LaBare, Middle School Principal 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
The Middle School is off and running.  Fall has been good to us.  The student council will have their annual 
pie sale with proceeds going to the Middle School Student Council.  Last year we were fortunate to have sev-
eral pies left over and donated them to a very grateful local food pantry for their Thanksgiving feast.   
 
The first middle school game night of the year will be sponsored by the girls’ varsity swim team.  This will take 
place on October 5th in conjunction with the homecoming festivities.   
 
The students are settling in to the first ten weeks of school.  They are working hard.  Many are involved in ath-
letics and enjoy being a member of a team.  Mr. Basta is once again having a middle school art club.  The 
middle school seventh and eighth grade chorus is over one hundred in number and spectacular.  Students are 
also participating in the musical, ‘Oklahoma,’ which will be performed on November 1st – 3rd.   
 
I want to thank all of those in the community for your support.  The school year has gotten off to an excellent 
start.  I am grateful for the students and families and this community and look forward to working with you 
again this year. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Christine LaBare 
Middle School Principal 

In ELA we have been working on our reading and writing skills. We are also diligently working on 
our “All About Me Essays” and our paper-bag Summer book presentations.  
 
In Math we are journeying through ratios and rates and learning how to self-assess our math flu-
ency skills.  
 
In Social Studies we are reviewing our map skills and exploring the different realms of citizen-
ship.  
 
We are having so much fun getting to know each other and exploring the middle school world! 
Team 6 is planning some amazing field trips. We are excited for a fun-filled year! 

Community Service Day 



 

 

 

 

 

This year our talented cast is performing Oklahoma! This year is 
the show’s 75

th
 anniversary and we hope to honor Rodgers & Ham-

merstein by putting on an entertaining event for the community. 
 
“There's a box social coming up, and Curly asks Laurey if she'll be 
his date. Trouble is, Laurey thinks he's waited too long, and in a fit 
of temper accepts an offer from the rough Jud instead. Meanwhile, 
Laurey's friend Ado Annie is also torn between two men: a cowboy 
named Will and a foreign peddler, Ali Hakim. Both women struggle 
to know their own hearts before it's too late.” 
 
Oklahoma! will be held November 1

st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 at 7pm in the au-

ditorium. Admission Is free but donations are always gratefully ac-
cepted. There will be a concession stand and intermission at which 
time you can visit the silent auction being held in the High School 
Library to benefit the BRCS Musical Production Club. Hope to see 
you there! 

BRCS Musical Production 

MUSIC CONCERT  
SCHEDULE 

 
 
The music department at BRCS announces the follow-
ing schedule of concerts for the 2018-2019 academic 
year.  Mark your calendar for these special events! 
 
 
Christmas 
Dec. 11: High School Concert 
Dec. 13: Elementary & Middle School Concert 
Dec. 19: Advent Concert at St. Stephen’s Church 
 
 
Music in Our Schools Month 
March 7: High School MIOSM Concert 
March 14: Middle School MIOSM Concert 
March 16: Elementary MIOSM Concert 
      
 
BRCS Fine Arts Festival 
June 5 & 6: Awards Concerts 

Choraleers Selected 
 
 
 
Choraleers are off to a great start this fall!  
We are pleased to announce the 2018-2019 
Choraleer members.  Sopranos are  Julia 
Beck, Jessica Boliver, Makenna Boliver, 
Natalie Monnat, Rachel O’Brien, Peyton 
Smith, Natalie Streeter and Amanda 
Zehr.  Altos are Lauryn Bennett, Abigail 
Hazard, Ruby Kloster, Allyson Lyndaker, 
Laura Metzler, Heather Puddington, Sky-
lar Schmitt and Julia Schwendy.  Tenors 
are Nevin Barker, Chase Cardinal, Connor 
Dickinson, Tanner Kovach and Zach 
Mast.  Basses are Bryan Ardison, Bray-
den Campeau, Conrad Freed, Josh 
Greenwood, Aiden Millward, Hunter 
Moore and Weston Schmitt.  
 
If you are interested in having the Cho-
raleers perform at an event this year please 
contact Kendra Virkler at 315-346-1211 ext. 
155 or at kvirkler@brcsd.org. 
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Dear Parents, 
 

It’s hard to believe how much time has flown by already this school year. Fall is always busy as 
we adjust to new schedules, teachers, and activities. Allow me to highlight some of the great 
things that I have seen students and teachers organizing and participating in so far this year 
(listed in no particular order).  
 
Our FFA students participated in competitions at the New York State Fair in August. Many of 
them won ribbons and various awards for their skills and hard work. They are preparing to attend 
that National FFA Convention later this fall. 
 
On the first day of school, teachers and students arrived prepared to start a new year. With the 
help of teachers and staff, and with the cooperation of students, the first day went smoothly. It 
was full of excitement and energy. 
 

Students have been preparing and rehearsing for the upcoming musical Oklahoma.  The show 
will be held on November 1-3, in the Beaver River Auditorium at 7:00 PM.   
 
Students participate every day in sports practices and games, including soccer, tennis, football, 
cross country, and swimming. I have seen great sportsmanship and excellent perseverance in 
all the events that I’ve attended. 
 
Through the efforts of many class advisers, coaches, and students, homecoming week was a 
success. Students participated in a volleyball tournament and pep rally, sold food to fundraise for 
classes, and enjoyed a great dance to finish off the week. Sports teams brought fans throughout 
the entire week to see them compete. 
 
Each day music can be heard from the auditorium and band room as the chorus, band, jazz 
band, choraleers, and others prepare for music concerts coming up in December. You want to 
mark your calendars now and be prepared for a musical treat from all the groups. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Daniel Rains 

High School Principal 

Community Service Day 



 

The La Verne A. Norton Chapter of the National Honor society will 
be holding its annual induction ceremony for new members on 
Tuesday, November 20.  Candidates from the junior and senior 

classes who demonstrate outstanding achievement in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service, and char-
acter will be eligible for induction.  
  
To be considered for membership, a candidate must have a 90.0% cumulative average for all high school 
courses.  Scholarship alone is not grounds for selection into NHS—ignoring the qualities of leadership, ser-
vice, and character is a violation of the NHS Constitution.  In order to evaluate these criteria in prospective 
inductees, the principal is responsible for annually forming a five-member faculty council.  This council con-
sists of five voting members of the BRCS faculty.  Additionally, the chapter advisor serves as a non-voting, 
sixth member of the faculty council. 
  
The faculty council reviews each academically eligible candidate in regard to the categories of leadership, 
service, and character.  The student who exercises leadership is thoroughly dependable in any responsibility 
accepted, exemplifies positive attitudes, and is a forerunner in the classroom, at work, and in school or com-
munity activities.  The student who serves and works well with others, is willing to take on difficult or incon-
spicuous responsibilities, cheerfully and enthusiastically renders any requested service to the school, and 
shows courtesy by assisting visitors, teachers, and students.  The student of character consistently exempli-
fies desirable qualities of behavior, upholds principles of morality and ethics, actively helps rid the school of 
bad influences or environment, and shows concern and respect for others. 

The points received by a candidate for each individual category will be added and averaged to the nearest 
tenth of a point, giving that candidate separate averages for leadership, service, and character.  The sum of 
all three averages will then be taken.  To be granted membership, a candidate must receive a total score of 
at least 12.0 and receive scores of at least 3.0 in all three categories.  A candidate will be denied member-
ship if he or she scores below 3.0 in one category but still manages a total score of 12.0 or above. 
  
Student information forms are available to candidates who wish to provide the faculty council with information 
that may influence the selection process.  These forms are not to be considered applications (there are no 
official applications to NHS), but they may be helpful in revealing aspects of a candidate that the faculty coun-
cil may otherwise be unaware of.   
  
During the course of the selection process, the faculty council should focus more on why a student should be 
inducted into NHS and less on why a student should not be inducted.  Candidates should not be selected 
simply because they have sufficient grades and the faculty council has nothing bad to say about them (this is 
not to suggest, however, that major shortcomings in any of the three categories be ignored).  Rather, the fac-
ulty council should emphasize the positive characteristics of a potential member that demonstrate why that 
candidate deserves to be selected.  Induction into NHS is an honor that must be earned. 
  
All decisions made by the faculty council are binding and cannot be appealed to higher levels of the National 
Honor Society.  Selection into NHS is strictly a local manner.  It is the faculty council’s duty to carry out the 
selection process as objectively as possible.  No student has the right to be inducted into NHS—students on-
ly have the right to be fairly considered for membership.  Anyone with further questions about the selection 
process should direct them to Mr. Dan Rains, High School Principal. 
  
 

National Honor  
Society 

In the process of evaluating potential inductees, each voting member of the faculty council will rate each 
candidate in the areas of leadership, service, and character using the following scale: 
  
 5 points..…the student always demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 4 points…..the student frequently demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 3 points…..the student sometimes demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 2 points…..the student rarely demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 1 point …...the student never demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 



It is the time of year when seniors need to get 
serious about organizing their college applica-
tions. This is especially so for those looking to 
apply for “early decision” consideration. 
 
Ninth through eleventh grade students will 

have their normal opportu- nities for individual meetings with their guidance 
counselors in a few months to receive career and educational counseling. Parents are always welcome to partici-
pate in this planning process. Please call the Guidance Office to make an appointment. 
 
Grades six through eight are busy with classes, sports, and the upcoming musical.  Please have your child stop in 
the Guidance Office for any assistance (schedules, AWS or bullying issues. 

COLLEGE APPLICATION AND FINANCIAL AID PLANNING NIGHT 
The Guidance Office is offering an informative presentation appropriate for parents and students regarding all as-
pects of college planning including the application process and financial aid. Plan to meet on October 19 in the 
high school media center at 7:00 pm.  Call Mr. Barrett with questions. 

SENIORS TO COMPLETE COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 
Seniors have begun the process of completing their college applications.  This process can either be very 
time consuming or relatively simple depending on the particular college.  SUNY college application forms 
can be quite basic and students may even use one form to apply to up to multiple colleges.  Four year col-
lege applications often require more of the students such as essays and teacher recommendations.   
 
The recommended application deadline for SUNY colleges is December 1.  Although SUNY will accept ap-
plications after this date, adhering to this deadline can make a difference in acceptance to competitive pro-
grams.  It also may make a difference in securing available housing on some campuses.  The application 
deadlines of private colleges vary (approximately December through late spring).  It is each student's re-
sponsibility to contact the colleges he or she is considering to find out their deadlines. 
 
College applications should be completed carefully and thoroughly, with the awareness that students are 
giving admissions personnel the first impression of themselves.  Attention to detail is exceptionally im-
portant.  Most applications can be done on-line.  Please see Mr. Barrett before applications are submitted. 
     
Please be aware that some colleges do not have an application fee if you apply directly to the college.  For 
instance, if you apply directly to Jefferson Community College there is no fee, but if you apply through the 
SUNY Application Processing Center there is a hefty fee.    
 
All applications that are not submitted online (and corresponding fees) are to be submitted to the Guidance 
Office where they will be checked for accuracy and forwarded to the colleges with copies of their high school 
transcript.  Students who are applying to colleges online are also to notify the Guidance Office so that copies 
of their transcript will be mailed to the appropriate schools.  This information was explained by Mr. Barrett to 
the seniors in their English classes.  Students and parents are invited to contact Mr. Barrett if they have 
questions about this process. 

MORE NOTES FOR COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS 
 --Students should be continuing to look through college catalogs and websites, meet with college  
   representatives in the Guidance Office, have on campus admission interviews and attend college open 
   houses! 
 --Students should make sure they’ve taken all tests (SAT 1, ACT, SAT 2, etc.) that are required by the  
   colleges to which they are applying!  They should also ensure that their scores are forwarded to each  
   college. 
 --Searching for scholarships is a lot like exploring colleges--the more you put into it, the more you’re likely 
   to get out of it!  Application deadlines for various scholarships occur throughout the senior year.  How to 
   search for scholarships will be explained to students in their English classes. 
 --If you have questions about the college exploration process, please contact Mr. Barrett. 



 

 

                                   Student Assistance Program Thank you for all of your support for our local FFA Programs! 

 

COLLEGE OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION 
 

Attending a college open house/campus visitation day is an excellent way to gain firsthand information about a 
college as well as to meet with other students who are interested in the same college.  The college visit is so im-
portant that some colleges require it before accepting a student.  Students should check the websites of the col-
leges they are considering to get information regarding these events.  For a listing of SUNY open house dates 
visit www.suny.edu  and click on “programs” and then “visit us”.   

 
STUDENTS TAKE ASVAB TESTS 

 
Any high school student interested in taking the ASVAB 
will have the opportunity on November 16 at Beaver River.  
The ASVAB consists of eight short tests which cover the 
areas of General Science, Arithmetic Reasoning, Word 
Knowledge, Paragraph Comprehension, Auto and Shop 
Information, Mathematics Knowledge, Mechanical Com-
prehension, and Electronics.  As a result of taking these 
tests the students will receive information on themselves 
(such as interests and abilities), information on the world 
of work, and ideas relating to specific careers they may be 
well-suited for.  This test is no longer just for military-
bound students.  The ASVAB does an excellent job 
matching a student’s academic strengths and general in-
terests with both civilian and military careers.  All juniors 
will be encouraged to take this free assessment.  See Mr. 
Barrett with questions.   
 

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR JUNIORS 
 

A year from now most of you will be preparing application forms for col-
lege.  With the multitude of colleges to choose from, the process of explor-
ing your options can be interesting and fun but also confusing and very 
time consuming.  This is why NOW--THE JUNIOR YEAR--is the time to 
seek out information and identify the types of schools you’d be interested 
in.  Mr. Barrett will be working with you throughout the year to provide a 
variety of ways you can obtain the information you need.  If you or your 
parents have questions about the college selection process, you are en-
couraged to see or call Mr. Barrett. 
 

 

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP 
 
This year, JCC will be conducting their financial aid 
workshops at Lowville Academy and Copenhagen 
Central Schools.  Beaver River students and parent 
wishing to attend are cordially invited to attend either 
workshop.  The speaker will be a financial aid coun-
selor from Jefferson Community College. The work-
shop will be held on October 12 at Lowville Academy 
at 7:00 in the large group instruction room.  Copen-
hagen’s workshop will be on October 26 from 6:00 to 
7:30.  The FAFSA can be submitted after October 1. 
Check in with the Guidance Office at 346-1211 (Ext. 
522) or moric.myschoolpages.com/schools/Beaver 
River/webpages/abarrett for updates.  

PSAT/NMSQT 
 

Junior students will take the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT) on Wednesday, October 11.  Students will have the opportunity to sign up to participate and 
are provided with information prior to this exam which included sample questions and test-taking tips.  The 
benefits of taking this assessment include the following: 
 1. It provides practice for taking the SAT I, a college entrance test which most juniors will take for the first 

time in the spring. 
 2. Students can predict their SAT I scores from the PSAT/NMSQT scores.  This information will be 
  helpful this year as students explore colleges and consider the admission requirements of particu-
  lar schools. 

3. Students may choose to participate in a service that will forward their names to various colleges that 
are seeking students like them.  They then will receive information from these colleges. 

4. Students are automatically entered in scholarship competitions by taking the PSAT/NMSQT.  Even if 
they are not actual “winners,” being named a “finalist” or “semifinalist” will greatly help in the college 
admission process. 

5. Scores on the PSAT/NMSQT will indicate if students have the reading and math skills they need for 
college. 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Please visit the brcsd.org website 
for complete scholarship infor-
mation. Click on the “High School 
Guidance” link, then on 
“Scholarship Information”. Feel 
free to call the Guidance Office 
with questions.   

http://www.suny.edu




 



 

         Mountain View Prevention Service 
 
 
We, at Mountain View Prevention Services (MVPS), hope your school year is off to a great start and are look-
ing forward to working with your community and youth.  Mountain View is a non-profit, private agency dedicat-
ed to providing prevention education to the community about alcohol and substance abuse. We strive to link 
our clients with appropriate services and to offer services to the public through a variety of strategies.  
 
Mountain View can be found in all five Lewis County schools, as well as Adirondack Central, providing a num-
ber of programs. While programing at each school varies to meet the school’s needs, the vision to educate 
our youth to practice a healthy lifestyle is carried throughout. Programs found within our schools are Student 
Assistance Program (SAP), Youth Advocate Program (YA) and Elementary Education.  
 
The Student Assistance Program is a confidential prevention counseling program for students in grades 6-12. 
This program is licensed by the New York State Office of Alcohol and Substance Abuse. Our SAP Counselors 
offer individual and group counseling through the evidence based program, Project Success. Counselors can 
also be found in the classroom promoting healthy alternatives with the LifeSkills Training program. Brief inter-
vention can be provided to teens suspected of experiencing moderate problems associated with alcohol or 
other drug use with the evidence based program of Teen Intervene.  
 
The Youth Advocate Program assists students in grades K-12 to better understand day-to-day concerns, 
cope effectively and accept responsibility. YA counseling can be done individually or in small groups. SPORT 
is an evidence based program used by the YA program to promote an active, healthy and substance free life-
style. The YA program is supported in part by the United Way and the Lewis County Youth Bureau. 

 
Our Elementary Education Program focuses on providing age appropriate lessons to our youth. Too Good 
For Drugs is an evidence based curriculum used in grades K-2 to strengthen knowledge, attitudes, beliefs 
and skills shown to be effective in drug prevention. These skills are built upon in grades 3-5 using the evi-
dence based program, LifeSkills Training to promote healthy alternatives. From a young age, students partici-
pate in activities to work on goal setting, decision making, managing emotions, communication skills, resisting 
peer pressure, building greater self-esteem and the consequences of substance use.  
 
While much of our work is done within the school system, you can also find Mountain View out in the commu-
nity. The United Prevention Coalition of Lewis County (UP!) is a partnership between many sectors of the 
community including school, parents, students, businesses, and agencies that come together for the good of 
Lewis County to focus on underage drinking and prescription drug use in our youth ages 12-17. Funded by a 
federal Drug Free Communities, UP! focuses on a community approach to drug/alcohol prevention. UP!  
meets monthly on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 4pm at the Mountain View Prevention Services building 
in Lowville, and ALL are invited to attend. 
 
Since 2012, MVPS has maintained the Stop DWI Program for Lewis County. This program does considerable 
work in making the public more aware of Driving While Intoxicated issues. The program works closely with 
law enforcement, local courts, schools and the community in general. 
 

If you would like more information on any of our programs, if you wish to be on the email list to learn more 
about UP!, their events and ways to volunteer, or would like to make a student re-
ferral, please, contact MVPS at (315) 376-2321. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enrollment is easy! 
 

 
Go to: MySchoolBucks.com and register for a free account. 
 
 You will receive a confirmation email with a link to activate   

your account. 
   Add your students using their school name and student ID. 
 Make a payment to your students’ accounts with your 

credit/debit card or electronic check. 
 A program payment fee will apply.  You will have the 

opportunity to review any fees and cancel if you choose, 
before you are charged.   

 
If you have any questions, contact MySchoolBucks directly:  
1-855-832-5226 or visit MySchoolBucks.com and click on 
Help/FAQ’s 
 
 

To Parents and Guardians, 
 
BEAVER RIVER CENTRAL is excited to offer 
MySchoolBucks®! This online payment service 
provides a quick and easy way to add money to 
your student’s meal account using a credit/debit card or 
electronic check. 
 
You can also view recent purchases, check balances, and 
set-up low balance alerts for FREE!  
 
MySchoolBucks provides: 

 Convenience - Available 24/7 on the web or  with 
the Mobile App for your iPhone, Android or Windows 
phone! 

 Efficiency - Make payments for all your students, 
even if they attend different schools within the district.  
Eliminate the need for your students to take money to 
school. 

 Control - Set low balance alerts, view account activi-
ty, recurring/automatic payments & more! 

 Flexibility - Make payments using credit/debit cards 
and electronic checks. 

 Security – MySchoolBucks adheres to the highest 
security standards, including PCI and CISP. 

 

1 $22,459 1,872 936 864 432 

2 $30,451 2,538 1,269 1,172 586 

3 $38,443 3,204 1,602 1,479 740 

4 $46,435 3,870 1,935 1,786 893 

5 $54,427 4,536 2,268 2,094 1,047 

6 $62,419 5,202 2,601 2,401 1,201 

7 $70,411 5,868 2,934 2,709 1,355 

8 $78,403 6,534 3,267 3,016 1,508 

Each 
Add’l 
person 
add 

+$7,992 + 666    + 333 +308 + 154 

2018 - 2019 FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 
The following chart lists income levels according to house-
hold size and income received yearly, monthly or weekly. 
If your total household income is the same or less than the 
amount on the chart below, your children can get reduced 
price meals. You will be notified if you are eligible for free 
meals based on income. 

 
2018 – 2019  INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 

FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART 
 

House                                    2x per Every 2        
Size         Annual     Month       Month      Weeks     Weekly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your income is at or below the scale shown above, you 
are urged to apply for meal benefits.  You may do so by 
calling the school at 346-1211 and ask for Mr. Dave  
Thoma, ext. 532.  You may also complete an application 
in person by coming to the school.  If you have any ques-
tions about income eligibility or would like information re-
garding the breakfast or lunch programs, please call Mr. 
Thoma at 346-1211, ext. 532.   
 
If you do not qualify now but expect a change in in-
come or family size, you may complete an application 
anytime throughout the year.   

 
 

ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION 
MY SCHOOL BUCKS 

 
Credit card payments could take up to 24 hours. 

Debit Cards could take up to 2 -3 business days to clear. 
 

Please take this time into consideration 
if your children’s balance gets low. 

 
YOU CAN GET YOUR CHILD’S ID NUMBER BY  

CALLING 346-1211  EXT: 535 
 

Don’t forget to add MY SCHOOL BUCKS app to your 
phone  www.MySchoolBucks.com 

 
 

http://www.MySchoolBucks.com
http://www.MySchoolBucks.com


 2018 FFA Fruit Sale 
 

The FFA is holding our annual Citrus Fruit Sale starting on October 22nd
 
 -November 19th 2018.  All of 

the Lewis and Jefferson County FFA Chapters are ordering from Peejay`s because of high customer 
satisfaction and they make a contribution to the New York FFA Foundation annually.  Extra navel or-
anges will be available but please contact a FFA member to guarantee your order.  The delivery date 
for the fruit will be December 3rd.  Fruit must be picked up at the overhead door by the district office be-
fore 8:00 p.m. on December 3rd.  Please contact a FFA member or Tara Taylor at 346-1211 ext. 
148 or email ttaylor@brcsd.org to place an order. All orders must be handed in to Ms. Taylor by Novem-
ber 21

st
. Thank you for supporting the agriculture program! 

  
 
 California Navel Oranges         Florida Red Grapefruit 
 4/5 bushel -$33.00                  4/5 bushel -$33.00 
 2/5 bushel -$23.00       2/5 bushel -$23.00 
 1/5 bushel -$17.00                  1/5 bushel -$17.00 
 
 Florida Orlando Tangelo                              Navel/Grapefruit Mix Box 
 4/5 bushel -$33.00                  Navels/Grapefruit  
 2/5 bushel - $23.00                 2/5 bushel -$26.00 
  
 Clementines       Citrus Mix Box 
 40-50 count- $21.00      Navel Oranges, Tangelos 
         & Red Grapefruit 
         2/5 bushel - $26.00 
 Anjou Pears                           
 20 count - $22.00          Golden Pineapples            
             Case of 3 - $18.00 
 8 “ Cheesecakes 
 32 oz – $17.00 each 
 Plain 
 Cookies & Cream 
 Strawberry 
 
 

 
Environmental Science  

Career Development  
 
These Beaver River FFA members placed 1st in 
the  Environmental Science Career Development 
Event at the New York State Fair! This team of 
seniors have the opportunity to compete at the 
national level in October in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Congratulations! 
 
FFA members from Left to Right: State FFA 
Treasurer Patrick Coombe, Skylar Schmitt, Na-
talie Streeter, Ruby Kloster, and Nobalie Kloster. 

mailto:ttaylor@brcsd.org


 
 

 
 
Croghan Lions Club members performed free 
vision screenings for a few of our elementary 
classrooms.  This is part of a program offered 
through the Lions that conducts a quick check 
of four vision categories and can suggest 
whether or not the child needs a recommenda-
tion for further examination when necessary. 
Thank you to the Croghan Lions for bringing 
this valuable program to our community. 



                           Adult Education Classes 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR DATE/TIME/PLACE FEE COMMENTS 

Family Swim Certified Life 
Guards 

Wednesdays 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Pool 
  
Begins October 3rd. 

$2.00 per ses-
sion 

No registration necessary.  Every 
child must be accompanied by an 
adult who stays while the child is 
swimming and provides adult super-
vision in the locker room. 

Morning Lap 
Swim 

Certified Life 
Guards 

Wednesdays and Fridays 
7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 

Pool 
Begins October 3rd. 

$3.00 per ses-
sion 

  
  

No registration necessary.  Held only 
when school is in session.  If school 
is delayed for any reason, morning 
lap swim is cancelled for that day. 

Evening Lap 
Swim 

Certified Life 
Guards 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 
7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Pool 
Begins October 2nd. 

$3.00 per ses-
sion 

No registration necessary.  Held only 
when school is in session. 

  
Zumba 

  
Gretchen Ander-

son 

  
Thursdays 

3:45 – 4:45 pm 
High School Cafeteria 
Begins September 6th. 

  

  
$4.00 per ses-

sion 

Come get a total workout, combining 
all elements of fitness – cardio, mus-
cle conditioning, balance, flexibility, 
and boosted energy. Zumba takes the 
"work" out of workout, by mixing 
low-intensity and high-intensity 
moves for an interval-style, calorie-
burning dance fitness party. Once the 
Latin and World rhythms take over, 
you'll see why Zumba® Fitness clas-
ses are often called exercise in dis-
guise! 

Turbo Kick Vicky Miller 
Certified Turbo 
Kick Fitness In-
structor & Coach 

Tuesdays 
5:00 – 6:00 pm 

High School Cafeteria 
Begins September 11

th
. 

$5.00 per class 
or $25 for 6 

classes 

Cardio kickboxing and body-
sculpting dance moves choreo-
graphed to the latest music, high en-
ergy and fast paced but can be modi-
fied for all fitness levels.  It is a high 
calorie burner with over 5000 steps 
per class and some strength/core 
training at the end of each class.  No 
registration necessary. Bring a yoga 
mat, water and sweat towel.  Cost is 
$5.00 per class or 6 classes for 
$25.  They do not expire nor do they 
need to be used consecutively. Bring 
a friend and you will both receive a 
free class pass for your next class!  

The following classes are being offered during the months of October and 
November to any interested community member.  Please call the appropri-
ate instructor without delay as some classes have seating limits.  Some 
classes may be cancelled if insufficient interest is shown, at which time you 
will be notified if you have already signed-up.  Participation in each class 
requires a signed physical injury district release form, which the instructor 
will have prepared for each student during registration.  The classes will be 
offered as scheduled while school is in session.  If school closes for a holi-
day or emergency, the adult education class will also be cancelled.   

Adult Education at BRCS is designed 
to meet the academic and recreation-
al needs of our community in an 
adult’s only setting.  If you have a 
special talent or skill you would like to 
share or a class you would like to see 
offered, please call Nicole Kuhl at the 
school at 346-1211 ext.154, or e-mail 
at nkuhl@brcsd.org.   

mailto:nkuhl@brcsd.org


 

 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR DATE/TIME/
PLACE 

FEE COMMENTS 

POUND  
Fitness Class 

Nicole Ortlieb Mondays 
5:30 – 6:30 pm 

High School Cafete-
ria 

Begins October 
29th 

$5 per class 
  
$20 for 5 classes 

or 

$40 for 10 clas-

ses 

  

POUND® is the world’s first cardio jam 
session inspired by the infectious, energizing 
and sweat-dripping fun of playing the drums.  
Inspired by interval training, the order of 
POUND tracks in a set list allows partici-
pants to exercise different muscle groups 
while maintaining an elevated heart rate 
throughout class without too much fatigue. 
All this variety also provides the ultimate 
distraction from the work being done – 
meaning, participants can exercise harder 
and for longer periods of time without even 
noticing it!  The three core pillars of 
POUND are Body, Mind, Inner Rockstar!  
Come Sweat, Sculpt and Rockout to great 
music!  No registration necessary.  Bring a 
yoga mat or towel to sit on during some 
tracks.  Drumsticks are available to borrow 
or purchase options are available at 
www.poundfit.com for $18.99.  E-mail Ni-
cole with further questions at nortli-
eb@lowvilleacademy.org 

Shakespeare 
for Grown-ups 

Lance Anderson, a 
retired independ-
ent school educa-
tor with a B.A. In 
English from Al-
bany University 
and a Masters in 

English from Flor-
ida State.   

Begins October 3rd, 
meets twice a week 

on Mondays and 
Wednesday eve-
nings from 6:00 – 
7:30 pm (with a 

break for snacks), 
with course conclu-
sion approximately 

5 weeks later 

Free; 
Inexpensive pa-
perback copies 
of the play will 
be made availa-
ble for purchase. 

This class is designed for folks who are curi-
ous about why Shakespeare remains so pop-
ular.  We read a play aloud in class and dis-
cuss the plot, characters and meaning.  There 
will be no homework, no tests or papers, just 
class participation. 
 
The play this year will be The Tempest, 
Shakespeare’s final comedy.  It was written 
after the English established colonies in the 
new world and is set on an island some be-
lieve is meant to be Bermuda.  A shipwreck, 
a romance, a powerful magician and a super-
natural being enliven the story. Many roles 
are available to interested students. 
  
Feel free to call him at his home in Effley 
Falls at 315-346-1718 so the play books can 
be ordered or with any questions. 

Stained Glass 
Mini-

Workshop 
  

*Prerequisite: 
must know 

basic copper 
foil method of 
stained glass 
construction 

Sue Pennock Tuesdays 
6:30-9:30 pm 

October 23 & 30 
November 6 & 13 

Room 138 

$40 Continue practicing the skills learned in the 
beginner’s course by making individual pro-
jects of personal choice.  This class has a 
maximum participation number so register 
early with Sue Pennock by e-mailing her at 
spennock@frontiernet.net or by calling 315-
346-6431 by October 10th. 

  

http://www.poundfit.com
mailto:spennock@frontiernet.net
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